
Camp Ohana vs. Camp Aloha / Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 
Question: Why did the YMCA decide to separate older and younger campers? 
Answer: Over the past years of day camp, we have become increasingly aware that our younger 
campers have needs that can only be met by tailoring a special camp for them. Younger 
campers often had trouble keeping up with older campers in all kinds of activities, which 
proved detrimental to their self-esteem, and sometimes caused injuries when playing 
gym/outdoor games. In addition, our younger campers need more supervision than older kids 
and activities that are more appropriate to their age/ability levels. 
 
Question: What is the difference in supervision for the two camps? 
Answer: The YMCA maintains a strict 10-1 camper-counselor ratio at all times. While this is 
sufficient for our older campers, our younger groups need an additional counselor to help with 
activities and maintain safety. For the reason, we will maintain a 20-3 ratio for Camp Aloha. 
 
Question: My younger child is not old enough for Camp Ohana with my older child, but I want 
them to spend time together. Can they be enrolled in the same camp? 
Answer: Unfortunately, no. We have found that grouping younger children with older campers 
leaves them prone to injuries and causes them frustrations. However, the two camps will spend 
some time together each day and your kids will have opportunities to be together throughout 
the day. 
 
Question: What is the difference in the size of the two camps? 
Answer: One of the problems younger kids face in larger groups is a sense of being lost in the 
crowd. For that reason, Camp Aloha (ages 4-6) is capped at 20 while Camp Ohana is capped at 
60.  
 
Question: Will Camp Aloha and Camp Ohana have their own designated counselors? 
Answer: Kind of. Each camp will have its own dedicated directors/assistant directors. 
Counselors, however, will rotate by the week. This way, our campers will not be confused about 
who their leaders are, and our counselors get the opportunity to work with all of our kids. 
 
Question: My child is 6. Which camp should they enroll in? 
Answer: Initially that decision is up to you. Consider whether your child would thrive more in a 
slower-pace atmosphere with more supervision. If we find that your child is struggling to keep 
up or having behavior issues in Camp Ohana, we may ask that they be moved to Camp Aloha. 
Note: children who have not completed Kindergarten must enroll in Camp Aloha. 
 
Question: Will Camp Aloha have naptime? 
Answer: We will have a designated time during the day when children who need to can nap or 
rest. We will also have other activities for those who do not need to rest. 
 
Question: Why does Camp Aloha cost more than Camp Ohana? 



Answer: The main reason that Camp Aloha costs more is the extra supervision/staff hours. The 
supplies for Camp Aloha are also more varied and costly. However, we have thoroughly 
researched other child care options for this age group in the area, and feel that our prices are 
extremely competitive, especially for the kind of experience we provide.  
 
Question: Why doesn’t Camp Aloha take weekly field trips? 
Answer: That is a great question, and one that we considered very carefully in designing this 
camp. Because the majority of the children at camp are older (7+), most of our field trips are 
geared to their abilities. Our younger campers often struggled or even did not enjoy field trips, 
and sometimes parents opted to keep them home on field trip days or were forced to keep 
them home the day after because they were so tired. Our younger campers will go on 3 of the 9 
field trips with the older campers this summer, and other weeks they will have special in-house 
activities instead. 
 
Question: On non-field trip weeks, what will Camp Aloha do instead? 
Answer: We are excited about the in-house activities we have planned for our younger 
campers! We will have lots of exciting, cool visitors, including the Fire Department/EMS, 
Creature Teacher, a mad scientist, party inflatables, a clown, a magician, and more. 
 
Question: Can four and five-year-olds enroll in Camp Ohana? 
Answer: No. Camp Ohana is for ages 6-12 only. 
 
Question: Can children older than 6 enroll in Camp Aloha? 
Answer: Officially, no. However, if you feel your child would be better served in Camp Aloha, 
please contact our program director, Whitney Landis: wlandis@ymcafw.org/817-573-7159. 
 
Question: I have a question about payment or enrollment. Who should I contact? 
Answer: Please contact our program director, Whitney Landis: wlandis@ymcafw.org/817-573-
7159. 
 
Question: What is the cancellation policy for camp? 
Answer: Please see the parent handbook for cancellation policies. 
 
Question: How do I find out what this week’s theme, field trip, campaign event, and theme day 
is? 
Answer: Themes are in the parent handbook, and all of this information is also in the weekly 
newsletter that we email out. 
 
Question: Who do I speak with if my child is having a problem with another camper? 
Answer: Please speak with the director or assistant director on duty at sign-in or sign-out. If 
necessary, they will decide if the program director needs to be involved. 
 
Question: I am afraid my child is being bullied at camp. Who should I speak with? 
Answer: We take bullying very seriously. Please contact program director Whitney Landis. 



 
Question: I need to get in touch with my child during the day. How can I do that? 
Answer: Please call the YMCA at 817-573-7159. Even on field trip days, the front desk will know 
how to get in touch with your child. 
 
Question: What items are banned from camp? What happens if my child brings a banned item 
to camp? 
Answer: All toys from home, electronics, and trading cards are banned from camp. If they are 
brought, they will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day. If the issue is chronic, 
counselor’s may begin searching the camper’s bag at drop off so parents can take items with 
them.  
 
Question: I do not want my child to attend this week’s field trip. Can they stay behind at the Y? 
Answer: Unfortunately, no. All scheduled staff attend the field trip too, so there is no one left 
behind to supervise. 


