










OUTDOOR LEARNING, TEKS-Aligned 

Outdoor Survival: Students will learn essential outdoor survival skills by exploring
how to build a simple shelter using natural materials and understanding how
shelters provide protection from the elements. They will also learn the basics of
fire safety and the science behind fire while observing responsible fire-starting
techniques under instructor demonstration. 

Canoeing: Learn paddling techniques and canoe safety, then head out 
on the water to test your balance and teamwork. While gliding across
the lake, uncover the science of motion, buoyancy, and density that
keeps both boats and people afloat. 

Wilderness Navigation: Explore in one of our hiking trails, practicing navigation with maps and
compasses, identify native and invasive plants, and learn how to hike responsibly using Leave No
Trace principles. 

Camp Carter's Outdoor Education Curriculum offers Wilderness Skills: archery, canoeing, hiking,
outdoor life skills, and Wilderness Science focused on Texas ecosystems and natural history.
Programs also emphasize human connection through team-building and group challenges. Many
activities support TEKS requirements and Reoccurring Themes and Concepts, helping teachers 
meet learning goals. 
To maximize learning, Individual Learning Groups (ILGs) are kept to 20 students or fewer. Our staff 
will assist with group divisions once your trip is confirmed. Most activities are accessible to 
students of all abilities. Please let us know if any students need accommodations so we can plan an 
inclusive experience. 

Archery: Step into the world of archery to practice focus, patience, and skill while also uncovering 
the physics behind it how potential and kinetic energy, force, motion, all while learning the history of
arrows. 

camper@ymcafw.org 

Wilderness Skills 

817-738-9241
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Wilderness Science 

Life in Freshwater: Dive into the ecosystems of lakes, ponds, and ephemeral pools to
discover the plants and animals that call them home. Students will study aquatic life
cycles, test water quality, and observe how small organisms in aquariums reveal the
health of entire freshwater systems.

Fossils of the Wild: Step into the past at our fossil hill,
where fossiliferous limestone holds the remains of
ancient sea life. Students will investigate layers of the
Earth, explore natural gases and rock formations, and
identify fossils to uncover stories that are millions of years
old.

Reptiles, Mammals, and other Wild Neighbors: Students will discover the fascinating
world of reptiles and mammals while learning how these animals survive, adapt, and
interact with their environment. Through hands-on exploration, students will
investigate where animals fit within the food chain and how energy moves from plants
to predators. Students will build their understanding of ecosystems while developing
observation skills and a greater appreciation for the wildlife around them.
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